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SCENES FROM THE ANIMAL EXPO

Gopher Tortoises

The reptile that can really dig
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Above left, Samantha Lloyd with the Okefenokee Humane Society in
Waycross talks to a prospective family about a mother cat and kittens
brought in for the Animal Expo at the Atlantic Recreation Center on
Saturday afternoon. The adoption event was hosted by Cats Angels Inc.
Above right, Catherine Kashou, left, and her daughter Mary, volunteers
with the Nassau Humane Society, hold Nugget, a sweet natured 10-monthold Italian greyhound mix. Nugget was up for adoption at the Animal Expo.
The event was held for the purpose of introducing the public to the area’s
various rescue groups and to promote adoption of rescued animals. at right,
Wraith, a 2-year-old bull terrier mix waits quietly in a crate. Wraith is available from Nassau County Animal Services and has been microchipped. He
was found as a stray in February. Wraith was just one of the dogs featured
at the Animal Expo.

K-9 VESTS

On Sunday, April 10,
the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission
and its partners celebrated
Gopher Tortoise
Day for the first time in
Florida.
Gopher tortoises live in
every county of Florida and
SUBMITTED PHOTOS
are known for their extraordinary digging skills. These gray
or brown tortoises use shovel-like forearms to carve out
burrows averaging several yards deep and 5 yards long.
Their burrows give shelter to hundreds of other native
species.
Gopher Tortoise Day is a newly-launched effort to highlight
the importance of conserving this state-threatened species,
whose presence goes back 60 million years.
From now through May, the gopher tortoise is increasingly active, leaving its underground burrow in search of spring
greenery to eat and, in many cases, a mate. People can help by
watching out for a tortoise crossing the highway and, if it’s safe
for you to do so, picking it up and placing it on the roadside in
the direction it was heading. Just don’t put this terrestrial animal
in the water.
Local governments and private landowners, including farmers, foresters and ranchers, have worked with the FWC to help
conserve and restore gopher tortoise habitat. The tortoise needs
sandy, sunny habitats with an open tree canopy, such as longleaf
pine forests, to thrive and survive.
Individuals also have helped by using the ”Florida Gopher
Tortoise” app, which gives people a chance to report gopher tortoise sightings while learning about the species.
Visit www.MyFWC.com/GopherTortoise for more information.

CATS ANGELS
Tweety is an orange tabby
adult female kitty with a pink
nose and expressive light gold
eyes. Tweety is a friendly girl
with a sweet disposition who
is very playful and curious.
She wants to be a playmate
right off the bat and would
make a great new companion
for your cat.
We’re sure she would
have no complaints being the
only cat either! When Tweety
came to Cats Angels, she had
serious dental issues and had
all of her teeth removed. Her
mouth is all healed and she
enjoys both canned and dry
food.
Adult cats are being sponsored this month for qualified
adopters by KDI Homes.
Stop by Cats Angels and meet
Tweety.
All cats waiting for adoption
have been spayed/neutered,
vaccinated and micro-chipped.
Read more about our cats
and kittens waiting for their
“forever” homes at www.
catsangels.com. Cats Angels
Thrift Store/Adoption Center
at 709 S. Eighth St. is open
Monday-Friday from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., or call 321-2267.
Cats Angels is a volunteer
based organization helping the
community since 2001 with
low cost spay/neuter services
and TNR (Trap-Neuter-Return
to Caregiver). We operate

Dr. Gerald Koss, optometrist at
Amelia Eye Associates at 1411 South
14th S., Suite G, in Fernandina
Beach, stepped up to provide protection for some special officers who
put their lives on the line to take a
bite out of crime. Koss has donated
four bullet/knife proof vests for the
Nassau County Sheriff’s Office drug
canine program. Koss realizes and
appreciates the dangerous work
police dogs do and has provided a
way for them to be safe. The added
layer of protection could very well
save these dog’s lives. The vests
were purchased by Koss after he
learned that the dogs were not
equipped with vests. The canine bullet proof vests can cost anywhere
from $500 to $1,000 each. Above,
Koss presents the vests to Sheriff Bill
Leeper and the canine unit. At right,
canine Saber models his new vest.

solely on private donations,
fundraising, grants and sales
from our Thrift Store and your
support is appreciated. Visit
www.catsangels.com for more
information.
Recycle your aluminum and
cat food cans at the bins in our
parking lot at 709 S. Eighth
St. and we graciously accept
donations of cat food and litter
and resale items for our Thrift
Store.
Cats Angels is always looking for volunteers to help us
care for the cats and a retail
clerks in our Thrift Store. Our
Volunteer Application is online
or you can call or stop by Cats
Angels to sign up.
Please get the animals in
your care spayed or neutered.
It will control the overpopulation of unwanted cats and
dogs. Call Cats Angels at
321-2267 for help with feral/
community cats or information on lower cost spay/neuter
services.

NASSAU HUMANE SOCIETY
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PET PROJECTS
Time to Spay/Neuter
Help Cats Angels and our
local shelters get a jump on
“kitten season” by spaying and
neutering now.
Spaying and neutering
will prevent the hundreds of
kittens being born to face an
uncertain future. Spayed and
neutered cats will live healthier
lives and are less likely to be
abandoned, surrendered by their
owners or killed.
Cats Angels can help
with lower cost spay/neuter
services and with TNVR (TrapNeuter-Vaccinate-Return to
Caregiver). Call Cats Angels at
321-2267 for help, or contact the
Nassau Humane Society
or Nassau County Animal Care
and Control for services they
provide.

Donations needed

Bring gently used items to
donate to Second Chance resale
store to benefit the Nassau
Humane Society.
Free pickup is available; call
556-7093.
Second Chance is located
at 1002 South 14th St.,
Fernandina Beach.

Free pet transport

First Coast No More
Homeless Pets offers free
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transport from Callahan at
the corner of A1A and US 301
every Tuesday at 7 a.m.
If you do not live near
Callahan and need transport
help, contact Cats Angels at
321-2267.
Call the hotline at (904)
425-0005 to reserve a spot
on the transport and to be
instructed how to prepare
your animal for surgery,
post-op care and return pick-up
time.

Donations/volunteers

Donations are needed
for the Thrift Store at Cats
Angels. We accept all items
with the exception of clothing,
computers and older model
televisions.
Donations can be made
Monday through Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 709 S.
Eighth St.
If you have large items and
need assistance or have questions, call 321-2267.

NHS needs volunteers

The Nassau Humane
Society is looking to add to
its team of volunteers to
assist with various neede services.
For information, visit
www.nassauhumanesociety.
com or contact 321-1647.

Delano is a delightful young
fellow who loves to play and
loves people! He’s a miniature
Schnauzer mix, about 2 years
old, and he’s unbelievably
handsome.
He’s housetrained and
will chase tennis balls and
bring them back. He weighs
about 28 pounds and he’s fully
grown, so he’s a great size for
a house dog. He was an inside
dog but his owners felt he’d be
happier with an active person
or family who could give him
the attention, exercise and
love he needs.
He knows how to sit for
treats, and accepts them gently. He might prefer to be the
only dog in the household. He
has a beautiful, wavy black
coat and bright, gorgeous
brown eyes, and a fantastic
smile. He’s already neutered
and ready to go home with
you. Please come meet happy,
handsome Delano!
Hot cocoa gives you a
warm feeling inside – and our

sweet Coco will too! She’s a
3-year-old domestic medium
hair mix, and she’s a bobtail
cat, which means she has no
tail. She is playful, affectionate
and loves to be petted.
She and her sister Laya
came to NHS as owner surrenders. They are a bonded pair,
and were inseparable when
they arrived. They would
be very happy to be adopted
together, but could adjust to
separate homes.
Coco lost some of her beautiful black fur coat because of
a skin infection, but she has
been treated and now her hair
is growing back. Coco is a real
sweetheart who deserves a
wonderful home with a special
friend – please come meet her
and you’ll see!
You can see information, pictures and videos
of our adoptable pets at
NassauHumaneSociety.com.
Our adoption center is at 639
Airport Road in Fernandina
Beach, 321-1647.
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